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[image: http://www.bloodcollectiontube.com.tw/productpic/pb_b48l1355206607.jpg]               How to Collect a Blood Sample
 Supplies for blood collection:
 1 Vacutainer holder and transfer needles – we prefer 21 gauge by 1 ½ inch.  You will need 1 needle for every animal.  Do NOT reuse.  This cross contaminates the samples and will give false results. 
[image: http://cdn3.volusion.com/qxyca.qbdtq/v/vspfiles/photos/10778-2.jpg?1396524145]OR 3 cc syringes
[image: http://www.shopmedvet.com/images/uploads/6054_7413_large.jpg]Red Top blood tubes.  We prefer 10 ml tubes.  5 ml tubes are sufficient.  When collecting the sample always have at least 2 cc of blood.   (A good rule of thumb is to fill the tube up to the paper on the outside of the tube.)
Sharpie marker.  Write the animal ID number on the outside of the tube.
[image: http://www.roarkla.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/s/h/sharpie_fine.jpg]**We can supply collection tubes, needles and holders if you need them.                   
How to collect blood:
1. Screw the Vacutainer needle onto the Vacutainer needle holder.
2. Insert the Vacutainer tube into the other end of the needle holder until the stopper touches the back portion of the needle.  Do not puncture the stopper.  Hold these assembled materials in one hand.
3. Lift the cow's tail with the other hand. 
4. [image: C:\Users\MillCreek\Dropbox\Mill creek\Jennifer\IMG_0235.jpg]Insert the needle about an inch deep and perpendicular to the tail at the under-side, midline and at about 3 to 6 inches from the base of the tail. In this region, there is a longitudinal, midline ridge of skin through which you push the needle. 
5. Blood will appear at the junction of the stopper and the back portion of the needle once the vein is punctured. If it does not appear, pull the needle out slightly and insert in a different direction until the vein is punctured. 
6. Once blood is seen, push the tube onto the needle. Be sure to keep the needle under the skin since vacuum will be lost if not. The vacuum will pull blood into the tube and if lost, blood cannot be collected. Use a second tube if this happens. 
7. Collect 2 cc or more of blood. 
8. Withdraw the needle from the skin and remove the tube from the tube holder. 
9. Label the tube with the animal identification. 
10. Place the tube in an ice rack or refrigerator until shipment. 
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Discard the needle into a "sharps" container and re-use the needle holder. Use a new needle for each cow.
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